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LETTER FROM AMERICA -

DANIEL BELLOW

MIDNIGHT COWBOY

George Bush's last stand.

N A BAST gestore, Prosidens George W Bash i hos

final sivty days tnolfice did Das Boest v tear doen

the laws pot in place Tor the protccaon o e
ca's wilderness Winh a tew pen ssrobes, Bush opeped
up 2 nulhon avres of the Rocky NMountarns @ o1l
shafe explonauan, dad away with pollunon contralby
on coal planis, and exempred monstan top st ann
g operations and industeial sode hog farms Trans the
Clean Warer Aot He oven tred to weaken regulaton
ol a nollatann s dembmue water thar van atlect brag
L'l'\k'[;’[‘llll‘lll i hdelren,

The vehgors of Resurgence sere shoched soien they read
ahesat e The Guordrgn, and they wrote 1o me, asking
me o interpret tis latest Amenican outrage. s there
sennre kind of acion aloot o reverse all this deregula-
tion? How do the American public feeh about this? 18
there amyting heing done 1o stop Bim?™ Seowith the
Chitnm that has grown like a cavapace over nny sout
these past cight years, as the sl of political watire has
betome reality here in the Lawd of the Brave and the
Froe, brophed:

Dear Satish, Lorna and Jo.

Even though George W. Bush is our
worst president since James Bucha-
nan, what he is doing here is so
common in American politics that
it even has a name, These are Mid-
night Regulations, and every presi-
dent since Jimmy Carter has made
them. A man gets to the end of his
term, sees all that he's left undone,
and by his Midnight Regulations
shall ye know him. Bush is a corpo-
rate man whose presidency has left
us with a reeking slag-heap where
our econcimy and our environ-
ment used to be. It follows that his
Midnight Regulations should lift
restrictions on those who destroy
Nature, torture helpless animals
and poison the land.

This ts nothing new. The former
oil, gas, mining and timber execu-
tives Bush appoeinted to head the rel-
evant federal departments have been
dishing up our natural resources to
their once and future employers
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since day one. These Midnight Reg-
ulations represent their wish list
the things they dream about when
they're alone in the executive men's
reom. As spineless as Congress and
the media have been all this time,
Bush never could have got it past
them in the light of day, so he wies
to sneak it through as regulation
under cover of night. There is, nat-
urally, a public outcry, led by the
Natural Resources Defense Council
and the movic star Robert Redford.
Everyone knows most of it will be
cancetled hy the incoming Obama
administration.

Bush is almost universally dis-
credited. Even Richard Nixon in
the hour of his resignation had a
higher approval rating. Look, the
Democrats ran a black man for
president and he won. I am enor-
mausly proud of my country. When
I was horn, Jim Crow was still the
faw. But there's no way we'd have a
black family in the White House if
Bush had not screwed up so hadly.
He knows it, too.

[ predict the relatively small noise
over this affair will be drowned out
by howls of outrage from coast to
coast when Bush issues presidential
pardons o everyone who might
ever testify against him for violat-
ing US and international laws. All
those tame lawyers who told him
what he wanted (o hear. all those

CIA operatives and generals, Vice
President Dick Cheney ~ [ expect
them all to receive a presidential
pardon, which, unlike an agency
regulation, is forever.

THIS BRINGS ME 1o the most se-
rious and lasting damage done
by Bush and Cheney — not to our
mountains and rivers, or even to
our ipternational reputation, but
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